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Background 
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MEMORANDUM 

July 20, 2017 

Morgan Lake Statu 

Gary Sheth 

Admini trative Record for NPDES Permit NN00000 19 and NPDES Permit 
NN0028193 

The cmTent Arizona Public Service Company (APS) NPDES permit for the Four Comer Power 
Plant (NN0000019) permit and the CutTent Navajo Tran itional Energy Company (NTEC) 
NPDES permit for the Navajo Mine (NN0028193) expired in April 2006 and April2013 
re pectively. With timely submittal of permit renewal application , both permit are currently 
admini tratively extended and draft permit were public noticed in December 2014 and Augu t 
2015 re pectiv ly. The final renewal permit are yet to be i ued. Both facilitie di charge into 
Morgan Lake, a cooling lake adjacent to the power plant and the mine. The cuiTent Power Plant 
permit impose limits at the outfall from Morgan Lake, while the cuiTent Navajo Mine permit 
impo e limit an outfa ll into Morgan Lake. Thi ha caused ome confu ·ion as to the tatu of 
Morgan Lake and whether it ·hould be considered a Water of the United State . 

Review and Conclusion 

On or about March 17, 2017 in re ponse to a reque t by EPA, APS provided everal 
topographical map of the area containing Morgan Lake and the downgradient zone extending to 
the Chaco Wa h. APS al o provided four photograph of the area that now contain Morgan 
Lake, which were taken during construction of the dam and the lake. Ba ed on the topographic 
map , a well a the photograph submitted it appears that Morgan Lake i a man-made water 
body con tructed wholly in upland areas, and which did not impound any exi ting Water of the 
United States. Therefore, Morgan Lake should not be considered a Water of th United State' . 
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TOPOGRAPHIC MAP 

OF 

FOUR CORNERS STEAM ELECTRIC STATION 

PREP,RED FOR 

ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE 

APS DWO. NO.a F~17-PSG-1DOQ03..2'7 



Excavation for M organ Lake Da m. To the right of the cut (East) will become Morgan Lake. 5/ 17/ 61 
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Morgan Lake Dam 73% complete 

viewed from high point. To the 

right (East) will become Morgan 

·Lake. 8/30/61 



Morgan Lake Dam 80 % complete. Left part of ph ot o (East) will become Morgan Lake. 

Small pond at lower left center is likely a st ock tank co nstructed t o catch rain water for 

stock watering. 9/14/61 


